
WHY I GIVE 

LUKE 10:25-37 

INTRODUCTION 

ERIC HULSTRAND WRITES IN LEADERSHIP 
MAGAZINE: "WHILE I WAS PREACHING ONE 
SUNDAY, AN ELDERLY WOMAN, MARY, FAINTED AND 
STRUCK HER HEAD ON THE END OF THE PEW. 
IMMEDIATELY, AN EMT IN THE CONGREGATION 
CALLED AN AMBULANCE. 
AS THEY STRAPPED HER TO A STRETCHER AND GOT 
READY TO HEAD OUT THE DOOR, MARY REGAINED 
CONSCIOUSNESS. SHE MOTIONED FOR HER 
DAUGHTER TO COME NEAR. EVERYONE THOUGHT 
SHE WAS SUMMONING HER STRENGTH TO CONVEY 
WHAT COULD BE HER FINAL WORDS. 
THE DAUGHTER LEANED OVER UNTIL HER EAR WAS 
AT HER MOTHER’S MOUTH.  
’MY OFFERING IS IN MY PURSE,’ SHE WHISPERED." 
 
APPLY: THAT ELDERLY WOMAN WAS A 
REMARKABLE PERSON. HER LAST WORDS SHOWED 
WHAT WAS OF HIGHEST IMPORTANCE TO HER - TO 
BE A STEWARD OF GIFTS GOD HAD GIVEN HER. 
 
“STEWARDSHIP” MEANS: USING GOD GIVEN 
ABILITIES TO MANAGE GOD GIVEN RESOURCES, TO 
ACCOMPLISH GOD ORDAINED RESULTS. 
 
THAT’S IMPORTANT. WHEN I THINK OF 
STEWARDSHIP I OFTEN ONLY THINK OF MY MONEY 
(GIVING OF MY RESOURCES). BUT GIVING MONEY 
TO CHURCH IS NOT STEWARDSHIP, IT IS MERELY 
PART OF STEWARDSHIP. THO’ YOU CAN’T BE A 
STEWARD WITHOUT GIVING OF MONEY. 
 
WELL THEN, IF STEWARDSHIP ISN’T ABOUT MONEY, 



MAYBE IT IS ABOUT DOING MINISTRY (GIVING OF 
MY ABILITIES). BUT WHAT YOU DO IN MINISTRY 
FOR GOD IS NOT STEWARDSHIP EITHER. IT IS A 
PART OF GOOD STEWARDSHIP AND YOU CAN’T BE A 
STEWARD WITHOUT GIVING OF YOUR ABILITIES. 
 
WELL, IF STEWARDSHIP IS NOT ABOUT WHAT I CAN 
GIVE, AND NOT WHAT I CAN DO… WHAT IS IT 
ABOUT? 
 
STEWARDSHIP IS ABOUT HAVING THE HEART OF 
STEWARDSHIP. IN OTHER WORDS, GOOD 
STEWARDSHIP IS A MATTER OF ATTITUDE THAT 
STANDS BEHIND YOUR GIVING AND YOUR SERVICE. 
 
IT’S NOT WHAT YOU GIVE OR WHAT YOU DO FOR 
GOD, IT’S WHY YOU DO IT. 
IF YOU GIVE MONEY/ RESOURCES TO GOD – WRONG 
ATTITUDE… YOU’RE NOT BEING A GOOD STEWARD. 
IF YOU DO MINISTRY (SERVE THE CHURCH) – 
WRONG ATTITUDE… YOU’RE NOT BEING A GOOD 
STEWARD 
 
THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN IS A 
PARABLE ABOUT THE ATTITUDE OF STEWARDSHIP. 
THERE ARE THREE ATTITUDES ON DISPLAY HERE… 
AND MANY CHURCH GOERS EXHIBIT 1 OF THOSE 3. 
 
THE 1ST ATTITUDE IS THIS: WHAT’S YOURS IS MINE 
AND I’M GOING TO TAKE IT (VS. 30 - THE THIEVES 
ON THE ROAD). 
 
THAT’S NOT AN ATTITUDE WE’D APPROVE OF. IN 
FACT, EVEN THE WORLD UNDERSTANDS THIS IS 
WRONG.  
 
AND YET, IN MALACHI 3:8-10 GOD SPEAKS TO 
ISRAEL…  



"WILL A MAN ROB GOD? YET YOU ROB ME. "BUT 
YOU ASK, ’HOW DO WE ROB YOU?’ "IN TITHES AND 
OFFERINGS. YOU ARE UNDER A CURSE-- THE WHOLE 
NATION OF YOU-- BECAUSE YOU ARE ROBBING ME. 
BRING THE WHOLE TITHE INTO THE STOREHOUSE, 
THAT THERE MAY BE FOOD IN MY HOUSE. TEST ME 
IN THIS," SAYS THE LORD ALMIGHTY, "AND SEE IF I 
WILL NOT THROW OPEN THE FLOODGATES OF 
HEAVEN AND POUR OUT SO MUCH BLESSING THAT 
YOU WILL NOT HAVE ROOM ENOUGH FOR IT.  
 
GRANTED, THAT WAS UNDER THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
THE TITHE WAS COMMANDED IN THE LAW. BUT I 
CAN’T PICTURE GOD FEELING MUCH DIFFERENT 
TODAY. 
 
ILLUS: LET’S SAY THAT YOU’VE GONE TO EAT IN A 
FANCY RESTAURANT (NOT A CAFETERIA, NOT A 
FAST FOOD ESTABLISHMENT). WE’RE TALKING A 
NICE RESTAURANT WITH PRETTY TABLECLOTHS ON 
TABLES AND A CANDLE IN CENTER TO SET THE 
MOOD. 

A WAITRESS ATTENDS TO YOUR EVERY NEED. YOU 
EAT A SUMPTUOUS MEAL AND AT THE END, YOU 
ARE VERY SATISFIED. WHAT’S THE LAST THING 
YOU DO BEFORE LEAVING??? YOU GIVE A TIP.  
WHAT IS A “TIP?” 10%.  
NOW, IF A PATRON LEAVES THE RESTAURANT, AND 
PUTS NO MONEY (OR SOMETHING LESS THAN A TIP) 
AT THEIR TABLE -WHAT’S THAT WAITRESS LIKELY 
TO THINK? 
SHE MIGHT THINK “DID I DO A POOR JOB?” 
BUT, MORE LIKELY SHE’S GOING TO THINK: “THAT 
GUY’S REAL SKINFLINT. HE ROBBED ME!!!" 
 
TELL ME, DID YOU OWE HER THAT TIP? NO! BUT, IF 
SHE’S THE TYPE OF WAITRESS SHE SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN, SUCH A “GRATUITY” SHOWS APPRECIATION 



FOR HER SERVICE - FOR WHAT SHE’S DONE FOR 
YOU. 
 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN, THE TITHE MIGHT NOT BE 
“REQUIRED OF US,” BUT IF GOD IS IMPORTANT TO 
US, IF WE REALLY LOVE HIM, IF HE’S REALLY THE 
GOD WETELL OUR NEIGHBORS HE IS… THE TITHE IS 
A POWERFUL WAY OF SHOWING YOUR 
APPRECIATION OF WHO HE IS TO YOU. 
 
BUT THE 1ST ATTITUDE THAT SOME CHURCH GOERS 
EXHIBIT IS WHAT’S YOURS IS MINE AND I’M GOING 
TO KEEP IT. 
 
THE 2ND ATTITUDE IS WHAT’S MINE IS MINE AND 
I’M GOING TO KEEP IT (VS. 31-32) 
 
WHO DOES JESUS SAY PASSED BY THIS MAN IN THE 
DITCH? (A LEVITE AND A PHARISEE). THESE WERE 
MEN OF MINISTRY. THESE WERE RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS. THESE WERE THE DOERS IN THE 
CONGREGATION. THEY WERE TRAINED TO SERVE 
GOD - BUT THEY’RE NOT GOING TO DO ANYTHING 
FOR BEATEN MAN. 
 
IN ORDER FOR THEM TO HELP THIS MAN, THEY’D 
HAVE TO GIVE UP SOMETHING IMPORTANT TO 
THEM… THEIR TIME, THEIR RESOURCES, PERSONAL 
COMFORT. 
 
THEY’VE BEEN TRAINED TO DO “RELIGIOUS 
THINGS.” THEY’VE BEEN TRAINED TO DO MINISTRY. 
BUT WHEN THE TIME COMES TO DO “REAL 
MINISTRY” THEY TURN THEIR HEADS AWAY. THEIR 
ATTITUDE IS “WHAT’S MINE IS MINE – I’M GOING 
TO KEEP IT. THEY ARE NOT GOOD STEWARDS. 
 
3RD ATTITUDE – WHAT’S MINE IS YOURS – I’LL 



SHARE IT WITH YOU (VSS. 33-37). 
 
THIS SAMARITAN WAS NOT “TRAINED IN 
MINISTRY.” THE SAMARITAN WAS PROBABLY NOT 
ANY WEALTHIER THAN THE LEVITE OR PHARISEE. 
THIS SAMARITAN PROBABLY HAD OTHER THINGS 
TO DO IN HIS LIFE. AND YET, HE STOPPED WHERE 
THE OTHERS WALKED ON BY. 
 
WHAT MADE THE DIFFERENCE? – HIS ATTITUDE. 
THE SAMARITAN’S ATTITUDE HELPED HIM 
1. OVERCOME HIS PREJUDICE 
2. IGNORE THE INCONVENIENCE 
3. GIVE UP HIS POSSESSIONS TO TAKE CARE OF THIS 
MAN 
HIS ATTITUDE WAS WHAT MADE HIS STORY WORTH 
TELLING. 
 
WHAT’S THE RIGHT ATTITUDE FOR A “GOOD 
STEWARD” OF GOD? 
IT’S THE ATTITUDE OF OWNERSHIP.  
 
YOU KNOW WHAT A “STEWARD” IS? A STEWARD IS 
SOMEONE WHO TAKES CARE OF SOMETHING FOR 
SOMEONE ELSE. IF YOU’RE A STEWARD.. YOU DON’T 
OWN WHAT YOU HAVE. SO, IF I’M GOING TO BE A 
“STEWARD FOR GOD” I NEED TO MAKE UP MY MIND 
THAT I DON’T OWN… 
1. MY TIME  
2. MY MONEY 
3. MY POSSESSIONS 
4. MY RELATIONSHIPS 
 
THEY’RE ALL HIS. THEY BELONG TO HIM. I JUST 
MANAGE THEM. IF I MASTER THIS ATTITUDE - I’M A 
GOOD STEWARD. 
 
CLOSE: AT ONE TIME AT THE CITY TEMPLE IN 



LONDON, THERE WAS IN THE CONGREGATION A 
RESTAURATEUR NAMED EMIL METTLER, WHO WAS 
A CLOSE FRIEND AND MISSIONS AGENT OF ALBERT 
SCHWEITZER IN BRITAIN. METTLER WOULD NEVER 
ALLOW A CHRISTIAN WORKER TO PAY FOR A MEAL 
IN HIS RESTAURANT BUT ONCE HE DID HAPPEN TO 
OPEN HIS CASH REGISTER IN THE PRESENCE OF A 
SECRETARY OF THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
THE SECRETARY WAS ASTONISHED TO SEE AMONG 
THE BILLS AND COINS A SIX-INCH NAIL.  
WHAT WAS IT DOING THERE? 
METTLER EXPLAINED, "I KEEP THIS NAIL WITH MY 
MONEY TO REMIND ME OF THE PRICE THAT CHRIST 
PAID FOR MY SALVATION AND OF WHAT I OWE HIM 
IN RETURN."  
 
THE IDEA BEHIND THIS SERIES OF SERMONS IS TO 
GET ALL OF US TO THAT LEVEL OF STEWARDSHIP. 
THE LEVEL OF STEWARDSHIP WHERE WE ARE 
CONSTANTLY REMINDED OF THE PRICE JESUS PAID 
FOR OUR SALVATION. 
 
EVERY SUNDAY, WE’LL BE ASKING THE SERVERS TO 
COLLECT THE OFFERING AT THE END OF THE 
SERVICE 
 
AND ON THE LAST SUNDAY OF THIS MONTH, I’LL 
ESPECIALLY BE CHALLENGING THOSE OF YOU WHO 
HAVE NEVER TITHED, TO PUT GOD TO THE TEST 
AND TITHE IF ONLY FOR THAT ONE WEEK, AND SEE 
IF GOD IS FAITHFUL TO HIS PROMISE. 
 
“TEST ME IN THIS," SAYS THE LORD ALMIGHTY, 
"AND SEE IF I WILL NOT THROW OPEN THE 
FLOODGATES OF HEAVEN AND POUR OUT SO MUCH 
BLESSING THAT YOU WILL NOT HAVE ROOM 
ENOUGH FOR IT. I WILL PREVENT PESTS FROM 
DEVOURING YOUR CROPS, AND THE VINES IN YOUR 



FIELDS WILL NOT CAST THEIR FRUIT," SAYS THE 
LORD ALMIGHTY. "THEN ALL THE NATIONS WILL 
CALL YOU BLESSED, FOR YOURS WILL BE A 
DELIGHTFUL LAND," SAYS THE LORD ALMIGHTY.  
 
IF THE PROMISE WAS GOOD FOR THOSE UNDER THE 
LAW… HOW MUCH MORE DO YOU THINK GOD WILL 
BE FAITHFUL TO US WHO ARE UNDER HIS GRACE. 


